
The Suzuki Triangle Explained – By Eleanor Tagart 
 
There are three main cornerstones to the Suzuki 
triangle: Child, parent and teacher.  Each person in the 
triangle has very specific and different roles.  If you are 
reading this it is probably because you are a Suzuki 
Parent or interested in becoming a Suzuki Parent and it 
is the parent who has the most varied and involved role 
as they are the one that sees the child most often. 
 
Roles of the Parent 
 
Play the recordings 
Support the teacher 
Provide help when required 
 
Playing the recordings, and taking responsibility for playing the recordings every day is 
one of the most important roles of the parent.  When children hear good quality artistic 
recordings they absorb the sounds and the music without even thinking.  Children have no 
mental barriers and are not able to block out external stimuli so by playing recordings of 
the music to them, even at a low level, you will be helping their musical development.  It is 
very important to play the whole CD.  Not just the pieces that you are working on now or 
the pieces to be learned later.  By listening to pieces that have already been learned, the 
student will have the ideal sound (the recorded music) reinforced in their minds.  Listening 
to the pieces being studied at the moment keeps the sounds fresh in the mind and 
listening to pieces that will be studied in the future means that when they get to those 
pieces they actually know what sounds they are looking for and will be able to self-correct 
in practice sessions.  Also, scientists have discovered that when musicians listen to a 
piece of music that they are able to play, the same patterns of brain function operate as if 
they were actually playing the piece - This pattern of "mirroring"which occurs without effort 
actually helps children to improve their playing while they are listening. 
I have never found a level of listening that is too much listening.  I challenge you to find it. 
 
Support for the teacher is a very important role, from sitting in on the lessons and taking 
notes to attending group and ensemble classes to buying resources when requested to 
assisting at the daily practice to paying the bills, the amount of support you can give can 
never be too much.  Teachers are highly trained specialists in their instrument and in 
music teaching and highly experienced generalists when it comes to children.  Parents are 
highly trained and experienced specialists as regards their own children so as a 
partnership the parent and teacher can provide all the expertise needed.  Most important 
of the teacher-support roles is that of note-taker and secretary in lessons.  Parents bring a 
dedicated notebook to every lesson so that you can keep a record of the assignments and 
make detailed notes in a language that you understand on anything that you think you 
might forget.  This notebook is the lifeline when practising at home - when there are 
disagreements (and there WILL be disagreements) it's something that parents can reach 
for and consult with their child but this only works if detailed notes have been taken. 
 
Providing help when required refers to the daily practice routine.  Parents must establish a 
routine where the child practises every day.  Not for any great length of time - five minutes 
is enough initially - but consistently and daily.  The same time every day is best as it gives 
that secure sense of routine that children appreciate and once a habit has been 
established it is normally quite easy to fall into your routine.  I personally prefer morning 



practice.  Most mornings in most households follow a similar pattern - get up, wash, eat, 
dress, go to school.  If five minutes of practice can be inserted between those somewhere 
you will be doing a very great thing in very tiny increments.  Five minutes will become ten 
and before long children will be doing their practice without being asked. 
Parents need to sit with their children while they do their practice in order to keep them 
focussed and to make sure that the assignments from the lesson are completed.  Practice 
is not alone time for the child, it is sharing time for the parent and child and you need to 
find a time of day which works for both parties.   
Five minutes of good practice is better than half an hour of mucking about so establish a 
good routine and make the minutes count. 
 
Role of the child 
 
The child has one job, and one job only.  That is to be a child.  We can not expect children 
to be anything else and parents and teachers work with the children in whatever mental 
space they are in the moment.  There is no point in trying to force a child into our way of 
doing things; we have to go to them. 
 
Role of the teacher 
 
To provide specialist technical and musical training and generalist child experience to best 
help the parent and child work together.   
 
 
Always remember that the teacher sees the child once a week for individual lessons, once 
a week for group sessions and once every couple of months for ensemble classes.  The 
parent sees the child every day, the role of the teacher is one of guide and mentor but the 
role of the parent is to supervise the day to day learning.  Children will always be children 
and our main job is to always remember that we are the grown-ups and to behave that 
way even when the children don't. 
 

If you would like to share this with people who would find it interesting or useful please do so.  I only ask that you preserve this 
article in its entirety and keep my name on it. 
 
Eleanor Tagart 


