
Book Parties and Graduations -  A guide by Eleanor Tagart 
 
What is a graduation? 
From the British Suzuki website: "Dr Suzuki believed that the graduation process was a 
vital and intrinsic part of the Suzuki approach and encouraged associations throughout the 
world to establish similar events in their own countries. 
 
Each graduation piece represents a significant milestone in the development of a child’s 
musical and technical ability. By working to produce an excellent recording of the set 
piece, children develop the ability to listen critically to their own playing, develop 
concentration and discipline through repetition and re-recordings and take pride in the 
results on their final recording. They participate actively in deciding on how they feel their 
performance sounds and have concrete and tangible goals for their practice and review. " 
 
When a student achieves a particular level in the Suzuki repertoire and has learned to play 
a particular piece thoroughly, they may record it and send it to a central committee who will 
listen to the recording and provide feedback.  So long as the performance isn't terrible they 
will "pass" and be invited to play at one of the various graduation concerts that are held 
several times a year.  In London these are typically held at the Southbank centre as a 
series in the Spring and Autumn. 
 
How do we graduate? 
Talk to your teacher about an appropriate graduation time and plan to record the piece in a 
lesson well before the cut off date.  This way the teacher can determine if the recording is 
of a high enough standard to be submitted and it can be re-done if necessary.  There is 
nothing more stressful than trying to rush graduation recordings at the last minute and the 
only times I have experienced failures in graduations has been when students have 
submitted their recordings without my approval in a rush to make the deadline. 
You must be a member of your national Suzuki association in order to submit a graduation 
and the recording, along with the appropriate fee must be sent well before the cut off date. 
 
More details on graduation can be found at www.britishsuzuki.org.uk 
 
What is a book party? 
At the end of each book of repertoire it's nice to have a celebration.  When a student can 
play every piece in a book, and play it well, they may hold a party in celebration of the 
completion of the book.  Typically these take the form of a concert, normally held in the 
student's home where they perform between six and eight of their favourite pieces and all 
of the twinkles.  Each person in the audience is always invited to perform one piece or sing 
a song or tell a joke or something to contribute to the concert.  There is no requirement for 
the performance to be musical and no requirement to perform at all if you don't want to.  
Parents often play something, as do friends, family, the child's teacher and anyone else 
that might be invited. 
Book parties are an informal, personal and fun celebration of the achievement of a book of 
repertoire. 
 
What is required for a book party? 
The basic requirement is that the student must be able to play every piece in the repertoire 
up to the end of the book that they are celebrating.  This normally means that they will be 
well into the next book of repertoire before they are ready to hold the party.  More 
specifically, they need to have completed the 30 day challenge - playing all their repertoire 
every day for thirty days and be of a performance level standard rather than a "I've rushed 
to finish these pieces so I can have a party" standard. 
 



 
What format does a book party take? 
The family set a date and invite an audience, the concert is normally held in the student's  
home but sometimes a venue such as a church hall is hired if space is a problem.  Be sure 
to check the quality of the piano in any hired venue before committing to it. 
Beyond that, the format is infinitely flexible.   
The concert may involve the child playing all of their pieces at once, sometimes linked by a 
narrated story or they may choose to perform a few pieces alternated with a few pieces 
from the audience.  Sometimes there is a printed programme and other times there is not 
and people just put their hands up for playing next.  If there are a lot of young children 
playing it is a good idea to have a planned programme and sit them out the front and have 
them stand up in order of seating - that way they know when it's going to be their turn. 
If you have an accompanist for the concert it is important for everyone to understand that 
they will be the only accompanist to play - it wastes time and causes problems to have 
parents trying to accompany their children.  You need to provide a rehearsal time in the 
venue an hour before the concert so that the performers can run through with the pianist.  
You should expect to pay an accompanist for all of their time - rehearsal and concert. 
 
What role does the teacher have in a book party? 
Almost none:  The teacher comes to a book party as a guest to celebrate the 
achievements of the student.  If requested your teacher MAY take a more active role in the 
party, but generally you shouldn't expect them to do any work beyond being a guest in the 
audience.  Do not ask them book rooms or plan programmes or organise the concert for 
you.  I personally prefer not to charge people for my time at a book party as it is a 
celebration, not a lesson.  Parents need to be aware of this and do the planning 
themselves. 
 
How long is a book party? 
As long as it takes, but do try to limit it to no more than an hour of actual concert - small 
people get fidgety after shorter times than this and you want it to be a fun time, not an 
ordeal.  It is a good idea to stipulate on your invitations that all performers other than the 
star should play ONE piece of music.  Any more than that and the concert can drag out for 
hours. 
 
All good book parties end with cake! 
Well not necessarily cake, but some kind of refreshment is normally served after the 
concert.  Afternoon tea is a favourite as book parties often take place on Sunday 
afternoons but I've also been out to dinner with the family after a party or gone to a build a 
bear session as part of the celebration.   
 
The only rules with book parties are 
1. Play your pieces beautifully. 
2. Play all the twinkles. 
3. Have fun. 
 
 

If you would like to share this with people who would find it interesting or useful please do so.  I only ask that you preserve this 
article in its entirety and keep my name on it. 
 
Eleanor Tagart 


